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New association takes to the airwaves
Harrington Harbour, Quebec – The Quebec Association for Anglophone Community Radio (QAACR) held its founding general meeting on January 23rd, 2008, hosted by CFTH-FM (Harrington Harbour) in this Lower North Shore community famous as the site of the film La Grande Séduction. Representatives of the five community radio stations providing English language broadcasts to their local and regional communities met to elect a board of directors who will work to fulfill the association’s vision of “all English-speaking persons in Quebec being able to receive audio programming that contains essential news and information, as well as quality artistic and cultural programming, relevant to their daily lives.”
Chantale Legault, station manager at CHIP-FM in the Pontiac region, was elected the association’s first president. She expressed great satisfaction in the completion of the start-up activities and now looks forward to being able to better serve English-speaking communities across Quebec. “With our newly established capacity for collaborative activities we can support the organizational, human resource and technical development of the member radio stations so that they can provide the highest quality English language programming,” says Legault.

QAACR is already active in partnering with the Community Health & Social Services Network’s Let’s Talk Health radio broadcast series, and working with the CBC to develop areas of program and technical collaboration. The association, thanks to funding from the Development of Official-Languages Communities Program of the Department of Canadian Heritage, is carrying out projects to implement an Internet-based broadcast network between the community radio stations on the Lower North Shore, and to explore ways to promote youth engagement through community radio and digital programming.
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For more information contact:

Hugh Maynard

Qu’anglo Communications & Consulting

1-877-QUANGLO (ext 704)
QAACR Backgrounder

Mission
The mission of the association is to work with those individuals, organizations and institutions interested in providing the English-speaking communities of Quebec with relevant audio programming.

Goals
The goals of the association are to:

· Support the organizational capacity, and human and technical resource development, of the members of the association;

· Provide services to, and assist in securing financial resources for, the members of the association;

· Foster collaborative ventures in the community radio sector as well as partnership arrangements with other institutions and organizations;

· Represent the interests of the members of the association and work to develop the English language community radio sector in Quebec, in particular the provision of quality English language community radio programming.
Founding Members
CHIP-FM
Fort Coulogne (Pontiac)

CJMQ-FM
Lennoxville (Eastern Townships)

CFTH-FM
Harrington Harbour (Lower North Shore)

CJAS-FM
St-Augustin (Lower North Shore)

CFBS-FM
Blanc Sablon (Lower North Shore)

Board of Directors

Chantale Legault, President


Station Manager, CHIP-FM

David Teasdale, Vice-president

Station Manager, CJMQ-FM

Laurette Gallibois, Secretary-Treasurer
Station Manager, CJAS-FM

Melva Flynn, Director



Station Manager, CFBS-FM

Lana Shattler, Director


Station Manager, CFTH-FM
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